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Preliminary Note: Applicant's arguments regarding the previously applied reference to 
Chasek (U.S. Patent 5,420,405) as set forth in the office action of 2/27/01 of the previous 
Examiner of record have been considered. This rejection of claims 1-20 under 35 USC 102 as 
being anticipated by Chasek have been vacated in light of applicant's arguments, and a 
reconsideration of the reference. This office action includes a new grounds of rejection. 
Accordingly, this office action has been made non-final. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 5-8, 10-13, 15-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kolling et al. (U.S. Patent 5,920,847). 

Claim 1: Col. 15, lines 55-60 of Kolling et al. describe the creation of a payor 
(consumer) request to make a payment to a payee (biller). The request is the bill pay order (122). 
As seen in FIG. 4, the payment request is processed and passes through a plurality of remittance 
centers (Bank C and Bank B). The payor request includes a payor account number (The BRN — a 
biller reference number placed by the biller on the consumer's bill). The payor request is 
received at a Bank C (as seen in FIG. 4) and then processed by a payment network (102) which 
utilizes a database (108) to identify and select a specific remittance center (Bank B) to direct the 
consumer's funds (col. 1 6, lines 43-50; and col. 1 7, lines 1 5-24). 
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Claim 2: The account number (BRN) is processed by o m ing a look-up table at the 
payment network to identify a single remittance center (Bank) to which the funds are supposed 
to be directed. 

Claim 3: The account number (BRN) is described as being formed by numerical digits 
(col. 15, line 43). Numeric digits are a type of alphanumeric character, and read on the 
requirement for alphanumeric characters. Also note that Kolling et al. allows for "non-numeric 
BRN's" (col. 15. line 44), further suggesting the presence of alphanumeric characters. 

Claim 5: Col. 17, lines 15-24 and col. 18, lines 59-63 describe a process in which the 
account number (BRN) is altered by adding additional information to the account number in a 
payment message. In particular, the account number (BRN) is altered by referencing a database 
(108) and obtaining a Bank ID for Bank B. The bank ID is ten added to the account number in a 
payment message directed to the billers (payee's) bank. The alteration rule is the Bank ID which 
must be added to the account number in order to create the payment message (124). 

Claim 6: See remarks for claim 1 . The communicative interface configured to receive the 
payor request is the Bank C in FIG. 4. The processor configured to process the account number 
is the payment network (102). 

Claim 7: See remarks for claim 2. 

Claim 8: See remarks for claim 3. 

Claim 10: Col. 17, lines 15-24 and col. 18, lines 59-63 describe a modification process 
performed by a modification unit in which the account number (BRN) is altered at payment 
network (102) by adding a Bank ID so as to create a payment message. Once the payment 
message is created, a verification process can be performed (col. 16, lines 29-32) on the message 
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to assure its validity before the message gets passed on to a particular remittance center (Bank 
B). 

Claim 1 1 : See remarks for claim 1 . Note that the process is carried out by a programmed 
computer system. 

Claim 12: See remarks for claim 2. 
Claim 13: See remarks for claim 3. 
Claim 15: See remarks for claim 5. 

Claim 16: FIG. 4 illustrates a communications network. A first network station 
(consumer C) generates a payor's payment information (bill order 122). This order includes (see 
col. 15, lines 55-60) at least an account number (BRN), payee name (an authorization to pay a 
specifically identified biller having the BRN) and address data prepared by the payor (the 
customer's account number). The payor's payment information is communicated to the network. 
A second network station (102) receives a payment message (124) containing the payor's 
payment information and processes the account number by looking up an identification of Bank 
B, which is one of the plurality of remittance centers in the system. A payment message then gets 
directed to Bank B. 

Claim 17: The account number (BRN) is used as a key to lookup the identification of the 
remittance center used by the biller. Since the BRN can be directly correlated to the desired 
remittance center (Bank B), any information within the BRN reads as a characteristic that 
identifies the desired remittance center (Bank B). 

Claim 18: See remarks for claim 3. 

Claim 20: See remarks for claim 5. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 9, 14 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kolling et al. 

Claims 4 and 9: Kolling et al. differs from claim 4 and 9 in that the information provided 
in the payor's request does not specifically include the payor's name and address. However, 
Kolling et al. recognizes that a payor may submit "other data" (col. 15, line 62). Examiner takes 
Official Notice that it is well known in the art for a payor of a bill to provide the payor's name 
and address when paying the bill. As an example, this occurs when a consumer pays by check, 
where the check includes the name and address of the consumer. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system of Kolling et al. to permit the payor 
(consumer) to provide their own name and address by providing a payment check including such 
name and address and submitting the payment request by mail (col 15, line 54) as a choice of 
payment option well known in the art. 

Claims 4, 9, 14 and 19: With respect to each of claims 4, 9, 14 and 19, Kolling et al. 
discloses a BRN, which corresponds to the claimed "account number". Col. 15, lines 39-45 of 
Kolling et al. describe the BRN as having "n-number" of digits, where each digit can range 
between 0-9. Although Kolling et al. does not specifically call out the usage of 1 1 digits for the 
BRN, forming the BRN as^ digits instead of-H would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art as a specific choice of design, particularly since Kolling et al. allows the BRN to 
be any length. 

Accordingly, as applied to claims 4, 9, 14 and 19, the step creating payment messages 
(124) containing the BRN would read as the step of "processing the information" to produce a 
message having the 1 1 digit code. The particular entity which creates the payment message thus 
reads as the "mapping unit". This payment message is then sent to the payment network (102) 
where the code is used to access the database (108) which can then identify a specific biller 
based on the code. The entity which performs this database access (typically, it would be the 
network 102) would be the "retrieval unit". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 
telephone number (703) 306-5626. 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2175 




